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m»jor port, is immediately eliminated “Suhl^n!? “ P , a - t ' on,i tb;lt lb ' 
tissues, from which it is only iuseuslbiy elimiuated 'F~?'rt. lnp, **i lW the 
is rather quickly eliminated ir the ns /or the mod' ■ b , n thla part - however, 
any great length or time 1 Fliminnrinn “ ed . ba8 not extended oter 
cremcntitious fluids, but chiefly^y the arhe and’fhe io^ e ,? ec , , * d . al1 "»«• 
has a marked effect in clearing awar tnercnrer^m .l^ ;”” Julce8 ' 4 ’ Iodi »« 
and mercurial preparations dmchunred bv tbjhr m tbe tls J ues - 5 - Mercury 
urine, are readily discoverable by^thi’action^r a h eS!’“• ^S, f° d es P eciall J hy the 
tinum. The mercurv foma . ml. it- ora voltaic element—iron and pla- 
then be converted in?o the”!chloridf aSd'fin’d g “I" the i P! uti °" !n - a » d shoold 
tion of iodide or 5. ? 18°73 < ! ' bi “ odide Bi,h a *» 1 - 
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attacks of abdominal pain which come en^nAt” f ob8erre them subject to 
mencing at a little after twelve, and c^utinuin^with 7 at ? i * hl ’ c ™- 

or five in the morning. The little sufferer 0°° ltb 8 'P, bt ‘Utermisstons to tour 
in the nurse’s arms; ff ihe cn- racing from Dp . ,ta ^ aad ‘° 8888 about 

»ail, with intervals of sobs and lonrwln^. hr a f, onlzad «™m to a plaintive 
the respiration is accelerated nor the rea ! ls ' bub uaither the pulse nor 
temperature. The ToS L„ °nage of the ”*!> T abnorraaI ele ' atia " ° f 
the bowels are the seat of the paim thouU the teJdn™^ 6 ’ unmistakably th.t 
seem excessive. After a time the loeot £?„ • tenderne8s °n pressure does not 
qnasi-hysterical action on the nervous system If '? prod “ ccd * 

be attracted by any elitterimr ohi*w „/ tCm ‘- * he I , nfant be old enongh to 
may forget his woes foraSSa’ii , 86008 of fP^orately loud noises, he 
nlulatioDs ss vehemently as before ■ hpnri ° nCe . reca ,ect tllem and resume his 
of conecione iu“»™ whi“h s^.a . 8 “ h . 18 that expression 

tnrer age and oppolfte.« of whfm U ft. b °to«* 

are so very ill because there is "™**cd that they 

disturbing the whole household for thi of*thI*a' ?r M“ h j be,,, L A “ er 

all the enrative efforts of the establishment tht ™ lh 8 ^ 1 and eI hausting 
asleep, and seems so well and fresh non Vi . 6 P °, un {\ Fentlemnn falls quietly 
turnal events sounds Uk. aS * 1 “-c history of the direful uni 
anditors. Yet such exnerienr™ nnnlf? . hC r“ ru |atcd eren to sympathetic 
the youthful, primipara^ia cidied noon f T ° f th ? ? D!t pai “ ral trials which 
fifteen or twenty ;S .tondtag ^s,]fa, Un ,t r8 °- al,h0a ^ Ma “r.ramil, M «f 
equanimity. 4 stnnotng sustains them in general with philosophic 

l.Uon he commonly depend on mere fecal accumu- 

leg. the alvine ««naUon7 a™ T* 8ub J‘ ctcd «” ‘he pangs of teeth, 

lacteal secretion is the sole or Dreonnd * Ve ,' V 8cant P 60 l° D P a8 the maternal 
cases I have invariable noticed that sn^l™ 8 .““‘."‘I 00 - In >“ ch 

the urination is suspended that’n 1° ? 8 tba “hdomtnal suffering lasts, 

and that whenever nticluritioo^ccors the^ervin^and 8 / 1 . 813 ^° r the Pme 
eiKtly the same termination as thaTof the n^si b d , re88 ce “ f ’ P n ‘ M ” ,1 ”S 
of a large quantity of clear limpid Z 
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many years past been in the habit, whenever snch attacks were brought onder 
nr care, of prescribing from eight to ten minima of epiritns etheris nitroai in a 
drachm of water, to children of the age above mentioned. Generally after the 
administration of this draught there occurs a discharge of flatus from the supe¬ 
rior or inferior oriflce of the alimentary canal—the ether acting as a diffusible 
stimulant and carminative; but without exception the passage of urine in large 
quantity takes place within a few minntes after its imbibition, the cries cease, 
and the small patient sinks into a refreshing slumber. Whatever view may be 
taken as to the causation of the malady in question—whether it may depend 
on a non-secretion depending on a temporary congestion of the glomeruli of the 
kidney or n partial paralysis of the more elaborated and complex urinary pas¬ 
sages of the male, or merely from the presence of flatus in the colon mechani¬ 
cally suspending the renal function.—the fact is well ascertained that the 
phenomena above depicted are extremely frequent in male infants of all classes, 
and every variety of social and hygienic surroundings; also, that in some in¬ 
stances very serious mischiefs have been the consequence of such nocturnal 
pervagitus.” 

18. Hemorrhage of the Pons Varolii with Saccharine Urine .— M. Liox- 
niXK relates ( Gaz . dee Hopitaux, Feb. 8) a case of complete paralysis, with 
only slight modification of sensation. The patient was picked ap in the street 
insensible. The objective symptoms were those of hemorrhage in the pons 
Varolii. The urine was drawn off, and found full of albumen and sugar. 
There was no indication of Bright’s disease. The presumption was, in accord¬ 
ance with Bernard’s celebrated experiment, that the posterior wall of the 
fourth ventricle was compressed. Speedy death occurred. The necropsy 
showed that the hemorrhage had invaded a large part of tbe pons, and affected 
the upper part (that above tbe aaditory nerves) of tbe wall of the fourth 
ventricle.— London Med. Record, April 2,1873. 

19. Disseminated Suppuration of the Kidney secondary to certain condi¬ 
tions of Urinary Disturbance .— Dr. W. H. Dickixson, in a paper which he 
recently read before the Royal Medical and Chirnrgical Society of London 
(Lancet . March 8,1873), described the peculiar suppurative condition which 
is sometimes spoken of as the “surgical kidaey,” and is produced, as he shows, 
by the contact of unhealthy urine. Of all renal disorders, next to those de¬ 
scribed by Bright, it is tbe most destructive to life. It may almost be said to 
form the natural termination of stricture of the urethra, and is the especial 
danger which attends tbe use of tbe catheter and lithotrite. 

The renal change which is always associated with signs of pelvic and vesical 
inflammation, and often with alterations of the gland dependent on wasting 
pressure and chronic vascular disturbance, essentially consists of’a peculiar 
tnrgidity and friability of the renal structure, with tbe formation of small 
scattered abscesses, or soft yellow deposits antecedent to abscesses, throughout 
its structure. With these are usually seen conspicuous white lines in the cones, 
which are morbidly occupied straight tabes. 

With this condition the microscope shows more or less dilatation of the 
straight tubes, distension of, or coagulation within, the bloodvessels associated 
with them, and disseminated intertubular suppuration, the distribution of which 
is regulated by the course of the veins. (The microscopic appearances were 
illustrated by drawings whiah show tbe dilatation of tbe straight tubes; the 
irregular repletion o£ or coagulation within, the vessels of the cones and the 
larger veins of the cortex ; and the origination of abscesses around the affected 
vessels and throughout limited tracts of the intertubular tissues. The swelling 
of the intertubular tissue where thus infiltrated by the new cellular formation 
was strikingly depicted in contrast with tbe slender network presented by the 
tame structure in a part of tbe gland exempt from tbe change.) 

Taking the structural changes in their mutual relation, the usual dilatation 
of the tubular exits, tbe morbid occupation of the veins, and the general ab- 
wnce of tubal inflammation, the nature of the process is clear. The disorder 
has its origin in the regurgitation of nrine charged with morbific products. 



252 


Phoohess or the Medical Sciences. 


[Jnlj 


a i’ ,end ” straight ducts, aud thence enter, tl. 
neighbouring bloodvessels, and charges them with no intention rpsnmhi; be 

fflaid^.n 8 ' tb,t h PJ ’ scmi “' T h .' 8 is distributed by the veins to the rest offrl 
gland, sowing abscesses in their course, and ultimately ennsimr cnnliii ? , 

symptoms analogous to those or pyinmia when otherwise derived °“ 1 

” r, " e being obviously either the source or the vehicle of the morbiHe 
matter, it remains to inquire whence and in what circumstances it a * 
thus contaminated. To help in answering these questions the author has rid 
Hosnltll 8 U?. rtlc , n . lars of 69 c,lses iron the post-mortem books or St. Georn”, 
nn ? n P r 7 hc d,s °'; d6r lra| re d ‘° mechanical obstacles to the escaufof 
urine (stricture or enlarged prostate) in 31 cases; to paralysis or thebhSd. 
,n 17 ; to stone in the bladder or op'eralion tor it, reLvalT 15 to S 
from other causes in 5; and in l to a renal calaclus complicated w th enCl 

oril^Hb S- 08 ^, Lookin «a 11 ?« urine “ directly connected with die 
ongm of the ,disease.it.appears.that three conditions usually concnr-retentim 
ammomacal decomposition. and admixture with the products or mucous infli- 
motion. Or these, ammomacal decomposition appears to be essential nr ?i’ 
east to be constantly present. The nine is nlso PP generully fetida°d mom o 
less mixed with vesical products, pus, mucus, and bloodi The ammonkcal 
change although possibly arising independently of mucous inflammation nra 

The' 8 !- 1 '° that the ,? rl S in of the disease is always thus complicated” 
rhe Cinioal antecedents to this condition are rundamenially at two kinds- 
those which begin with retention and those which begin with cystitis • both in 
' f producing an ammomacal and putrescent stale or urine. Mechanic^ 

obstacles and loss of expulsive power, belonging to the first and larger class 
occasion the retention and subsequent decomposition or urine, and fts consei 
qnaat admijtnrewith the products of mneons inflammation. Stone and other 
vesical irritants, belonging to the second class, begin by causing morbid vesied 
discharges, which render the urine prone to decomposition, and ultimately in. 
Tram Cp , nd “;°t ° 0t a l l ;B clhl -'r dissimilar to that which spring, 

khwl* £ U V of ‘b®. renal d «ease as a consequence or stone in the 

d'schfrcS f robn , l ? 1 3 r t0 , b« explained by the less putrefactive tendency or the 
discharges from the pelvic membrane, or or tho urine in that cavity * 
in cases otherwise so tending, catheterisation, lithotrity, or some sich instru. 

Proceeding, seems sometimes to act as the immediate instigator o” the 
morbid process, as is witnessed by the common phrase which stigmatizes the 

neniWtv 8 S’® “ rp . c * 1 , kldn<! 5’- . rhe disorder, however, may arise inde- 

pendently or any surgical intervention, and would perhaps be better distin 

mo™ com y p™tns™ely n,<3, ' ,C ' " biCh W °° ld d ' ch " iU S CDeral clini “' "W- 
01 ““''™-' ,0 recent researches which have associated the lower kinds ot 
°"[*” ,e ,F e J. llh W—•.«* i« worth noting that the condition or urine which 
abound th< Prom' TT qacstl ! ra , 18 one in which vibrioues and bacteria 

he .. w' / th ' h . 0 .T C^ ' ! ■ ^, “° 'orcrence as to the nature of the virus can 
be safely drawn, except that it is associated with decomposition 
., * assing to the symptoms of the disease, they have a general resemblance to 
Uon 86 th05C ? f blood -PO«oniny rather than of renal inflamma- 

wlLS what happens with pyaemia, organs other than the kidney appear 
VithTih harC 1° h r e .u np c parat ‘ Ve P roce88 - complaint usually ends fJuJy 
somctim h n?LT„ Ck ' °p • finl ! 8ymptom : ‘bough there is evidence that recover 
sometimes occurs. Penrennl suppuration is an occasional result 7 

in treatment our efforts must be directed chiefly to prevention, to which end 
beyond cautions surgery, measures or two kinds^ sug^st themselves First 
the preservation or restoration oh the natural acidity Sr the urine a matter of 
most difficulty where it is most needed; secondlv! a» a S0 gge"tion « vet ne- 
bladder 7 Clpenence ' 116 iotrodnetion oh antiseptics by Ejection into the 

hJ?u’oriodif r n “i "’PP”™'' 011 which maybe termed urisepUc 

b^the and pntnd urine, poison from which is conveyed 

cLsinn "> b stance or the kidney, and thence in reels the system, 

causing symptoms m some respects resembling those or pymmia. As this ferm 
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of disease is little obedient to curative medicine, though not necessarily fatal, 
oar efforts mast be directed towards the correction of the state of urine from 
which it springs. 

20. The Nature and Treatment of the Constitutional Forms of Eczema .— 
Dr. E. D. Mapothkk, in a paper read before the Surgical Society of Ireland, 
observed that if the interest attaching to a disease be proportional to its 
frequency, eczema is most worthy of attention, for one-third of skin diseases 
are forms of this malady. 

The causeB and treatment of those forms due to sources of local irritation 
are thoroughly understood ; for example, those due to the action of alkalies in 
washerwomen, sugar mites in grocers, the flow of tears from strumous eyes, 
the gravitation of the blood in varicose veins, are cured by the removal of the 
exciting cause and some emollient application, of which bran stupes and bran 
poultices are the best 

When eczema, on the contrary, affects large surfaces of the body without 
any local irritation, is symmetrical, apt to relapse, and (as is frequently the 
case) traceable in several members of the same family, some constitutional cause 
evidently exists, and should be sought for if we wish to treat the disease scien¬ 
tifically. The French call this cause “ the dartrous diathesis,” dartre being a 
popular term synonymous with “heat in the blood" in our vernacular; they 
confess ignorance of its nature, and only recognize'it by aptness for relapse in 
eczema and lichen, and psoriasis as well. Dr. Mapother has long been inclined 
to hold with Golding Bird that excess of uric acid in tho blood is this consti¬ 
tutional cause. Dr. Bird says: “ I have been two or three times consulted in 
the cases of patients lying bed-ridden from rheumatic gout, in whom one or 
both legs were covered with an eczematous eruption, and the parts on which 
the exudation from the surface had dried had been actually frosted with micro¬ 
scopic crystals of urate of soda." 

The following facta seem to him to prove that the gout poison is the cause of 
eczema :— 

1. Many reliable observers have obtained uric acid and urates from the ex¬ 
udation of eczema, and their increase in the urine in the chronic stage of each 
disease is undoubted. 

2. There is a great increase of fibrin in the blood, and it exudes and sponta¬ 
neously coagulates on tho raw surface. 

3. Both diseases are characterized by great tendency to oedema and desqua¬ 
mation, which latter, of coarse, is universal in eczema, and occurs in three- 
fourths of the coses of gout when localized. 

4. Gout can be shown to be hereditary in about three-fifths of the cases, and 
such predisposition can be shown in about an equal proportion.of coses of 
general eczema. The greater proneness of the male sex is observable in both 
diseases. 

5. Every one must have remarked the frequent consequence of symptoms of 
gout or of rheumatic gout and eczema. The Chelsea pensioners and the poorer 
agricultural people of this country exhibit this concurrence on the largest 
scale. I have seen very few cases of general eczema which had not been pre¬ 
ceded or accompanied by what is so well known os acid or gouty dyspepsia. 

6. It is an aphorism of Hippocrates that gouty attacks are most frequent 
in spring and antumn, and the same may be undoubtedly said of eczema. 

7. The parts most distant from the circulatory force of the heart and least 
vascular—for example, the extremities and ears—are the most frequent seats of 
each disease, as the urates are most easily deposited. 

8. And lastly, the treatment proven to be useful in gout is usually successful 
in eczema. 

Lithia, Dr. Mapother has found of the greatest use, as would be anticipated 
from its extraordinary powers of combining and dissolving with urate of soda 
and uric acid. It never fails to act as a diuretic, and the derivative influence 
from the skin to the more extensive surface of the kidney can be easily under¬ 
stood. 

Dr. Mapother usually combines colchicum with lithia. 
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physiological deductions were so remarkable J Ur. Urares. whose 

redications observed in that $£&* 

Med,cal Press and Circular, Feb. 19, 1873. ’ y ’ 1873 ' from 

******* c °" °r 

Ipslliissilg 

vnthont the interstitial connective tissne bcin K 1niokired h 2 Mnfifi C ?° ' XBt , 

No 22 0 nh C ctfeTr«°"'nZ. Ll ' D T' de ! cribes {ArcUvderBeilbmei ,vol.liv„ 
n«k \fhich°imped ^d ’ Wa8 ■ B ° dd ®“ 1 7 wito™ sw^ng i 'on I the^ron? of 

wassSa"® 

SiH^aSl 

eene™]lv «V„™Tk • ti,e «*^« t *°n were as follows: That io the insane 

'jnusttsx .jfWWfsfas 

more lowered in the^ ^'a^ 1 ??^' 8 ™ ore dcl <™rated, and The vitality i. 
dementia, the blood in mn ,D - That *° mania, melancholia, and 

fcmalclhanmlhemair detenoraled “ d lI >= vitality is more lowered to toe 
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24. Treatment of Basedoro’s Disease. —The three essential features of Base¬ 
dow's disease are palpitation and frequent action of the heart, swelling of the 
thyroid gland, and exophthalmos. Its relations to chlorosis are obvious, as its 
occurrence in females chiefly, and its frequent association with irregularities 
of the menstrual function, show. Nevertheless it occurs in men, and even in 
children. Prs. Eulenbcro and Gcttman, in speaking of the mode of treatment 
to be adopted, remarked that whilst formerly tonics were very generally em¬ 
ployed with the object of improving the blood, as well as remedies that lowered 
the action of the heart, notwithstanding that experience demonstrated how 
little benefit was to be obtained by these means, in recent times the cure of the 
disease has been attempted by applying continuous electrical currents to the 
sympathetic in the neck. Dusch, it appears, was the first who adopted this 
means in a case which had long been otherwise treated without effect, and 
found that the application of from 10 to 20 elements reduced the pulse from 
130 to 70, and even to 64 in the minute, the exophthalmos at the same time 
undergoing considerable diminution. MM. Guttman and Eulcnburg tried the 
same means in 1867, and found that in a woman snffering from the disease, and 
having a pulse frequency of 108 to 130, with unusual tension of the carotids, 
galvanization of the cervical sympathetic with a very weak ascending current 
of only six or eight elements, a gradual fall of the pulse-frequency took place 
from 124 to 84, and even to 70, with coincident diminished tension in the caro¬ 
tid and radial arteries. This plan of treatment, however, was not continued 
long enough to cause much diminution in the size of the tumour of the thyroid 
or of the exophthalmos. Since then they have applied the current in four 
other cases, and in all with the effect of ameliorating the cardiac symptoms, 
but in none long enough to cause material improvement of the other symptoms. 
Chvostek has made numerous experiments on galvanization of the sympathetic 
in these cases, and in no less than thirteen of them has nearly effected a com¬ 
plete cure. In his hands the influence on the gland was well marked, whilst it 
was less distinct on the activity of the heart Moritz Meyer also reports four 
cases where the thyroidal tumour was by the same means almost entirely 
abolished, f Die Pathologic des Sympathies ; Eulenbnrg and Guttman, 1873.) 
The Practitioner , March, 1873. 

25. Phosnhorus in Certain Forms of Disease of the Nervous System.— Dr. 
Dickinson has recently been experimenting clinically with phosphorus in coses 
of affections of the nervous system characterized by deficiency of nervous 
energy, and has obtained decided evidence of the value of this remedy (see The 
Practitioner for April, 1873). He recommends a method by which phosphorus 
can be given in a form at once active and inoffensive, namely, dissolved in oil 
or lard, and inclosed in a gelatine capsule ; the dose is about 3 ^ of a grain, and 
it may he taken two or three times a day, always after food. 

26. Ergot of Rye in Haemoptysis of Phthisis. —Dr. F. E. Anstie has pub¬ 
lished ( The Practitioner, Nos. for Feb., Apr., and May, 1873) a series of articles 
with cases illustrative of the efficacy of ergot in the hemoptysis of phthisis. 
He thinks that he has now established the facts “(a) of the direct action of 
ergot in the cases which 1 have recorded; ( b ) of its superiority in several of 
these cases to other styptics that had been tried; (c) the probability, from 
physiological analogies, that ergot would act more universally as a checker of 
namoptysis than the routine remedies with which we are familiar; (d) also that 
it is perfectly safe for the purpose in view, and in this respect iB superior to 
digitalis, which otherwise resembles it a good deaL" 

“ One of the best proofs,” he says, “ of the reality of a supposed action of 
any drug is affor^gd when the effects, which were comparatively slight or du¬ 
bious after the administration of the rougher preparations, become more marked 
and apparent in proportion as fewer and more concentrated preparations come 
to be employed in practice. Now this is precisely the history of ergot as a 
remedy for hemorrhage. Used at first in the form of infusion or tincture, it 
was only moderately efficacious; and indeed, so late as 1870, Nothnagel 1 ex- 


1 Arzneimittelltflue. Berlin, Hirscbwald. 
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pressly states that which I hare been endeavouring to show can no Ion™ s 

Srf t ' r "'^ ttat not ■“r rior f .cetltaonead or“E? 

chloride of iron in hemoptysis. Bat the liquid extract, eiven bv the «♦«!!?I 

more excellent promise, more especially in the hands nf T>nf«nh» «r t • 
and of Dr. Cnn?e Ritchie of MaSLr” tte l“Sr Lnt^ Tub,XT 

eI “Me°antim P e e 5t, 011 “h 8 ° bjeCt “ tte P r actili onsr for December, 1871. 1 d “ 
tivcness of erL, h? ha J e ?P r0 °g ”P other collateral illustrations of thceffec 
heart’s acrio?. Vf contracl,on of tb ° arterioles and moderating the 

fe ”‘ ““f lon • of which the most remarkable is I.angenbeck’s discovers of th! 
therapeutic use of ergotine injections in aneurism. It is true thatS 1..7 
subject is as yet not at all completely developed ; bat'^enong™ has ten n 

JSSf 1 ? a . c, t’ a ? etate of ^ or muriate of iron have railed” I think 

t.‘„T^ k P 'h‘« 

fhe r ^pWmen C «'ore n rg P oL bab,y * iD “° B “ r 8 ° c0ic ‘“ al ' y as * 

U use in hemoptysis, instead of the routine employment of a series of astrin 
gent remedtes which are considerably less unifom b their acUoa" 

_?!• I r,a ‘ m , ev ‘ °f Elephantiasis by Compression .—In the Anfiteairo Anato- 
m.coEspanol of Feb. 28. is described a cilse of elephantine,kArabum ocX 

Szala^ o5i„7“ ***■£’?% Wh ° CamC ” nd " "'O o™ of Dc Vs£s" 

the centre 'of *the P tb[ch *h he ll . mb , w a s greatly enlarged, the circumference at 
leg tweitv four b,ch« be “S » b “"‘ thirly-Tour inches, and at the calf of the 
mfrhS™/ “ Tbe " kl ?,„ was ron fi b and indurated, but otherwise not 
finn of hMg d • a PP earance - The only treatment adopted was the annlic*- 
tion of compression by means of a strong bandage four inches wide annlied 

&r‘ e u T i° lbc .*™"' a " d •«' it a lS.ng Hnen “gring • Tuder 

i» ' bb courae^of a year. 

SjSffi STSfiK 

TnY/™'^ 

he definitive *7 *i’mTI,”? V tb ° f ? llowm S conclaaiona, wl)ich he considers to 
2 However the ■ how “ tbat “““«««>» >■ of a symotic character. 

10 “ a " y ca '“ cnre intermittent fever, though their 
seems £ drn°7 P „n ,7 • con J 8tan . t “ tba ‘ of '> nini »- 3- Their mode of acUoa 
Tower (11™ the,r reductive, rather than on their anti-fermentative. 
Men wte t reslljf doe to them, and established by a number of 

accurate observaUons, is the greater rapidity with which they seem to comb.t 
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abdominal phenomena. 5. Their protracted use brings on a certain degree of 
amemia, and thus favours the development of paludal cachexia. 6. Their pro- 
pbylactic property, which had been imagined a priori, is not established by 
accurate observations, as is that of sulphate of quinia. 7. In the treatment 
of intermittent fever the sulphites are much less efficacious than cinchona and 
its preparations, and it is only when these have failed that recourse may be bad 
to the sulphites. 8. Preparations of arsenic, which should seldom be used in 
miasmatic fever, are vet better than the sulphites for combating paludal ca¬ 
chexia. 9. Out of the three methods generally employed in the treatment of 
periodic fevers, the sulphites and hyposulphites, manifestly inferior to quiqia, 
both as a prophylactic and a curative means, most be considered as even less 
efficacious than the preparations of arsenic.— Lancet, May 3, 1873. 

29. Propagation of Typhoid Fever by Milk.—hi the summer of 1872 an 
epidemic broke out in the village of Armley (in the borough of Leeds, England) 
which Dr. Ballard, in an official report just published, proves, beyond reason¬ 
able doubt, was propagated through the medium of the milk supply. It will 
be remembered that a similar epidemic broke out at Islington, and which Ur. 
Ballard proved to be due to the same cause. (See N o. of this Journal for 
Jan. 1871, p. 270.) 

Dr. Ballard in his report of the epidemic at Armley (the Lancet, April 5, 
1873), shows how remarkably the fever picked out the customers of the dairy¬ 
men, who is believed to have contracted the fever in a neighbouring locality 
five or six weeks before the epidemic began; how the largest consumers were 
among the earliest and the smallest among the latest attacked; and from the 
different facts stated and line of argument indicated he comes to the conclusion 
that the outbreak was due to the distribution of milk from the particular dairy 
of the infected dairyman, which milk had in some way become contaminated 
with the poison of enteric fever. He then proceeds to show how this contami¬ 
nation may have occurred, and proves that a well in the dairyman’s yard used 
for dairy and domestic purposes was liable to be contaminated by the contents 
of a privy and a dung-hole, into one of which, if not both, the discharges of 
the dairyman when ill would be thrown; and he further shows that the sudden 
outburst of fever occurred within a fortnight of the period when the well would 
most probably have become polluted in the foregoing manner, while the time 
or its cessation followed the closure of the well at an interval consistent with 
the theory of the polluted water (added doubtless to the milk) being the effi¬ 
cient agent in the propagation of the fever. 


SURGICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, AND . 

OPERATIVE SURGERY. 

30 Development of Cancer of the Skin.- Dr. Wm. H. C arm alt, of New 
ioric, writes us, that the notice of his paper in Virchow’s Arrhiv on this sub- 
ject. copied in our preceding number, page 546, from the London Medical 
Heart, does not fairly represent his views, and he has favoured us with a 
iJ °‘. 9 P a P er which we had not previously seen. 

I he aim of Dr. C. in his paper appears to be to Bhow— 
if* 1 hat cancer frequently originates from the epithelium of the hair follicles, 
j , “L. 1 * ^ oes not originate from the endothelium of lymph vessels as 
•iieged by Kbster. 

3d The wandering capability of cancer cells, which though surcested before 
", t0 have been the first to describe rrom actual observation. He has 
weo in two cases in sections of a freshly cut into cancer or the breast, a throw- 
j * nd ^fraction of processes by the cancer cells, although there was not 
iced any absolute change of place as is seen in white blood corpuscles, 
in an instance of round-celled sarcoma of the axilla he observed a similar 
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